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Synopsis

Plants seldom figure in the grand narratives of war, peace, or even everyday life yet they are often
at the center of high intrigue. In the eighteenth century, epic scientific voyages were sponsored by
European imperial powers to explore the natural riches of the New World, and uncover the botanical
secrets of its people. Bioprospectors brought back medicines, luxuries, and staples for their king
and country. Risking their lives to discover exotic plants, these daredevil explorers joined with their
sponsors to create a global culture of botany. But some secrets were unearthed only to be lost
again. In this moving account of the abuses of indigenous Caribbean people and African slaves,
Schiebinger describes how slave women brewed the "peacock flower" into an abortifacient, to
ensure that they would bear no children into oppression. Yet, impeded by trade winds of prevailing
opinion, knowledge of West Indian abortifacients never flowed into Europe. A rich history of
discovery and loss, Plants and Empire explores the movement, triumph, and extinction of

knowledge in the course of encounters between Europeans and the Caribbean populations.
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Customer Reviews

Atlantic history is turning into quite the hot topic these days in various academic circles. When | use
the phrase "Atlantic history," I'm not referring to mere narratives dealing with navies or trading
vessels, but rather the sweeping arc of political, economic, cultural, and social dynamics of the
nations and continents bordering the Atlantic Ocean. It is a topic that also deals with slavery, piracy,
colonialism, revolution, and the rise of capitalism. Histories in this field tend to look at events

spanning three or four centuries, usually the 1600s to the 1900s but often greater swaths of time,



and how these events arose from the complex interactions of various peoples. I've read quite a few
books in this challenging field, from Marcus Rediker's "The Many-Headed Hydra" to Barry
Unsworth’s fictional novel "Sacred Hunger" to a series of essays from Philip D. Curtin. All three were
enlightening in particular ways, but all three couldn’t possibly hope to cover every aspect of such an
enormous topic. Well, Rediker comes close. But plenty of work still exists for the keen-eyed
historian. Enter Londa Schiebinger and her "Plants and Empire: Colonial Bioprospecting in the
Atlantic World." Plants, it seems, moved about as much as people during this time frame.Who
collected plants in the New World and took them back to Europe? Were there specific plants sought
by European scientists and, if so, which ones and why? These are only a couple of the many
questions the author seeks to answer in this book.

Download to continue reading...

Plants and Empire: Colonial Bioprospecting in the Atlantic World Air Plants: A Beginners Guide To
Understanding Air Plants, Growing Air Plants and Air Plant Care (Air Plants, Ornamental Plants,
House Plants) Diplomacy in Black and White: John Adams, Toussaint Louverture, and Their Atlantic
World Alliance (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900 Ser.) Islands, Islanders and the World: The
Colonial and Post-colonial Experience of Eastern Fiji (Cambridge Human Geography) The
Formation of a Colonial Society: Belize, From Conquest to Crown Colony (Johns Hopkins Studies in
Atlantic History and Culture) Guiana and the Shadows of Empire: Colonial and Cultural Negotiations
at the Edge of the World The Black Doctors of Colonial Lima: Science, Race, and Writing in Colonial
and Early Republican Peru (McGill-Queen&#146;s/Associated Medical Services Studies in the
History of Medicine, H) Edge of Empire: Atlantic Networks and Revolution in Bourbon RA o de la
Plata Mid-Atlantic Top 10 Garden Guide: The 10 Best Roses, 10 Best Trees--the 10 Best of
Everything You Need - The Plants Most Likely to Thrive in Your ... Virginia, West Virginia,
Washington, D.C.,... Black & Decker The Complete Guide to Mid-Atlantic Gardening: Techniques for
Growing Landscape & Garden Plants in Rhode Island, Delaware, Maryland, New ... New York
(Black & Decker Complete Guide) Mercury, Mining, and Empire: The Human and Ecological Cost of
Colonial Silver Mining in the Andes Intimate Empire: Collaboration and Colonial Modernity in Korea
and Japan Tropics of Vienna: Colonial Utopias of the Habsburg Empire (Austrian and Habsburg
Studies) Imperial Underworld: An Escaped Convict and the Transformation of the British Colonial
Order (Critical Perspectives on Empire) Africa and Africans in the Making of the Atlantic World,
1400-1800 (Studies in Comparative World History) Empire, Islam, and Politics of Difference
(Ottoman Empire and Its Heritage) British & Empire Campaign Medals - Volume 1: 1793 to 1902
(British & Irish/Empire Campaign Medals) The Achaemenid Empire: The First Great Persian Empire


http://ebooksupdate.com/en-us/read-book/0av1a/plants-and-empire-colonial-bioprospecting-in-the-atlantic-world.pdf?r=WvsquO%2FllfTlvODxwELTR6SkEdyTyJOzTGd3u%2Bg124s%3D

Easy Potting Plants that Attract; Butterflies and Hummingbirds (Attracting Butterflies and
Hummingbirds: Potting Plants Made Easy) The Complete lllustrated Encyclopedia of Magical
Plants, Revised: A Practical Guide to Creating Healing, Protection, and Prosperity using Plants,

Herbs, and Flowers

Dmca


http://ebooksupdate.com/en-us/dmca

